
Origins of the Civil 
Rights Movement



Dictionary definition… 

civ·il rights

noun

the rights of citizens to political and 
social freedom and equality



13, 14, 15 (1865, 1868, 1870)
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JIM CROW LAWS (1881)

Segregation laws passed in South

so called after a black character in minstrel shows

most common types of laws forbade intermarriage 
and ordered business owners and public institutions 
to keep their black and white clientele separated

Different rail cars, water fountains, waiting rooms, voting laws, etc



ALABAMA JIM CROW LAWS
Restaurants: 

It shall be unlawful to conduct a restaurant or other place for the serving of food in the city, at 
which white and colored people are served in the same room, unless such white and colored 
persons are effectually separated by a solid partition extending from the floor upward to a 
distance of seven feet or higher, and unless a separate entrance from the street is provided for 
each compartment. Pool and 

Billiard Rooms: 

It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play together or in company with each other 
at any game of pool or billiards.



1896 Plessy v. Ferguson

Homer Plessy believed his 14th

amendment was being denied
“Equal protection under the law” 

Declared segregation legal 

Ruling established “separate but equal” 
Making laws for segregation legal as long as 

equal facilities were provided



Civil Rights and Litigation

Litigation (resolving disputes in court) 
 strategy for NAACP 



Starting in the 1930s..

NAACP lawyers began challenging 
“Separate but Equal” doctrine

through the American Court 
System 



NAACP
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People
Founded by W.E.B. Dubois in 1909

Supported court cases to overturn 
segregation

Provided financial support and lawyers 
to African Americans

African Americans began to gain 
political support 



Jim Crow and Heman Sweatt
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Sweatt v. Painter (1950) 
 NAACP won a case involving the right of Heman Sweatt

an African American to attend the Law School at the 
University of Texas, Austin

Texas argued its constitution prohibited integrated education
Texas created a separate law to keep Sweatt out

US Supreme Court ruled that separate school failed to qualify 
“separate but equal” since facilities provided different education

Isolation of students from future lawyers being trained in 
Austin



Brown v. Board (1954) 

NAACP lawyers appealed a Kansas court ruling to the Supreme Court

Linda Brown and other African-American students had been denied admission to an all-white 
public school near their homes

NAACP alleged that segregated schools denied Af. Am. Children the “equal protection” of the 
law due to them under the 14th Amendment 

NAACP also argued that education received by these students was inherently(by its very 
nature) inferior since it sent African American children the message they were not good enough 
to be educated with others



The Brown Decision
Thurgood Marshall (lawyer for NAACP)

Chief Justice Earl Warren (Warren Court—wrote unanimous decision of 
the Supreme Court) 

Overturned Plessy v. Ferguson
Facilities may be equal—”tangible factors”– but not equal educational 

opportunities 

Are indeed “inherently unequal” 

Desegregation in public schools should be conducted with “deliberate 
speed” 

Enforcement was left up to lower federal courts that would oversee 
local school districts

Many states were able to delay desegregation!! 



Desegregation of the MLB (1947)
Jackie Robinson first American baseball player to pass the “colored line” 

Played for Brooklyn Dodgers

Effect: 

Truman Administration issued a report To Secure These Rights
Proposed civil rights legislation

Did NOT pass



Desegregation of Armed Forces (1947-
1948) 
President Truman re-elected for 2nd term

Demanded his inauguration be integrated

1948, executive order to desegregate the armed forces and end discriminatory hiring practices 
in the federal government 



“Jim Crow” laws… still left segregation…

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IS FUELED… AND MORE 
ATTEMPTS TO DESEGREGATE SOCIETY CONTINUE!!!!

FOUNDATIONS FOR MORE MOVEMENTS…. 



C.O.R.E.
Created in Chicago, 1942

Congress of Racial Equality

Used Ghandian tactics 

Used first “sit-ins” as a form of protest against segregation and discrimination]

These sit-ins in 1943 resulted in the integration of many restaurants, theaters, and other public 
facilities in Chicago, Detroit, Denver, and Syracuse

1947 “Journey of Reconciliation” 
Precursor to the Freedom Riders 



Rosa Parks-1955
Refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus… rallied many to start a bus boycott in 

Montgomery Alabama!  
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And the Civil Rights Movement 
continues… 


